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Arts Center of Yates County 

                ...presents  “Fine Line” 

 
 Our next exciting exhibition, “Fine Line“, will begin with a reception on Friday, March 21st  from 5 
to 7 PM. Complementary wine tasting will be provided by Fulkerson Winery and Barbara Anderson will 
be at the piano.  
 The show will be an illustration of the art of drawing and print making. Along with Arts Center 
member artists we will feature the work of five remarkable talents: Dexter Benedict (sculpture/drawings), 
Kit Corti (drawings), Roger Hyndman (print Making), Bill Santelli (drawings), Don Sottile (sculpture/
drawings).  We look forward to welcoming you.             
        See pages 3-4 for details. 

Hammondsport, the “Coolest Small Town in America,” 
is the location for the Arts Center of Yates County’s 
Third Annual Bed and Breakfast Tour. On Saturday, 
May 3, from 11 a.m to 4 p.m., six historic B&Bs will 
open their doors to Tour participants, offering a unique 
opportunity to learn about the history of this important 
area as well as experience the owners’ hospitality, 
good food and interior decorating skills. In addition six 
outstanding local artists will be featured: whimsical 
metal sculptures of Junkyard Friends, the photography 
of Steve Knapp, Joan Belles’ baskets, the pottery of 
Julianna Drumheller, Debbie Meritsky’s jewelry, and 
the paintings of Ileen Kaplan. 

This year’s Bed and Breakfasts include: 
The Black Sheep Inn 

Lake and Vine Bead and Breakfast 
Day Dreams Bed and Breakfast 

18 Vine and Carriage House 
The Blushing Rose Bed and Breakfast 

 
Visit five of the six B&Bs and you will be eligible to win 
a two night’s stay at the Tour B&B of your choice.  
 
Tickets will to this event will be available beginning 
April 1, 2014 at the Arts Center, 127 Main Street in 
Penn Yan (M-Sa 10-4); the Chamber of Commerce, 
47 Shethar Street in Hammondsport (M-F 10-2); and 
Fiber & Art Emporium in the Finger Lakes, 67 Shethar 

Street, Hammondsport (M-Sa 10-5, Su 11-4 ). Tick-
ets cost $28.00 individually or $25.00 when a mini-
mum of three tickets are purchased together. For 
more information, contact the Arts Center at (315) 
536-8226 or artscenter@ycac.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Black Sheep Inn   Listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, and built in 1859 by a found-
er of Pleasant Valley Winery, this Octagon House is 
a striking example of the “Octagon Fad” that swept 
through New York State in the mid-19th century. Co
-owners Marc Rotman and Deb Meritsky took pos-
session of the Octagon house over ten years ago, 
embarking on a six+ year restoration and develop-
ment of the Black Sheep Inn. This was the  
  (continued on Page 5) 

Bed and Breakfast House Tour —  Sat. May 3 in Hammondsport 
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YCAC Board Members: 
 

Class of 2014 
Dexter Benedict 
Joyce Herbert, 

Secretary 
Kris Packard 
Susan Peck 

 
Class of 2015 
Daniel Crozet, 

President 
Howard LeVant 

Karen Morris 
Karen Payne 

Kent Salisbury 
 

Class of 2016 
Dick Barney 

Caryl Flickinger, 
Vice-President 
Dion Johnson 

Cindy Kowalski 
Anita Maroscher 

Dick Murphy, 
Treasurer 

Kim Paddock 
Sandra Young 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Bonnie Barney 

 
Executive Director 

Kris Pearson 
 
 

YCAC‘s programs are  
supported in part with 
public funds from the  

New York State Council 
on the Arts. 

 

The mission of YCAC is 
to enrich the quality of 

life of Finger Lakes  
residents, artists, and 
visitors by providing  

opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 
To this end, we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art programs and  
projects; coordinate, 

schedule, and publicize 
events; develop & main-
tain physical facilities. 

 

From the Executive Director,  
Kris Pearson 

 
The Webster’s defini-
tion of “community” 
includes “a group of 
people with a common 
background or with 
shared interests” as in 
“the artistic communi-
ty” in an area.   I be-
lieve that one of the 

strengths of the Arts Center of Yates 
County is that our definition of 
“community” is increasingly focused on 
another aspect of the term, namely “a 
sharing in common.” 

As a community arts center, our mission 
is to provide all area residents and visi-
tors with opportunities to actively partici-
pate in the arts.  It hasn’t been all that 
difficult to provide such opportunities to 
area artists who show their work in our 
gallery and hone their skills in some of 
our creative workshops or for those art 
aficionados whose patronage helps sup-
port our artists and our workshops.   
What has been more of a challenge is 

convincing the community-at-large that 
art can and should be an integral and 
meaningful part of their lives.  For this to 
happen we all need is that broader 
sense of “community.” 

What we “share in common” is a love for 
our area, a desire to put Yates County’s 
best foot forward and a respect for the 
vast and varied talents of area residents.  
At the Arts Center we’re excited about 
finding new partnerships that highlight 
that talent and the creativity that is at the 
heart of all art.  We’re pleased to do our 
best to support other local businesses 
and appreciate their support for the Arts 
Center as well.  And we’re particularly 
enthusiastic about the roles our area 
youth can play as members of our com-
munity.   

We hope you’ll notice all the community 
connections we’ve planned as a part of 
our exhibits, workshops and activities 
this year.  As a community arts center 
we’re excited about the opportunities we 
see to create even stronger common 
bonds throughout Yates County.  We 
hope you’ll join us in that effort! 

SUPPORT BUSINESSES WHICH  
SUPPORT ACYC 

 
Morgan Marine 
2 Rt 54 E. Lake Rd. 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
 
Fire Works Foundry 
1554 Baker Rd. 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
 
Hunt Country Vineyards  
4021 Italy Hill Rd. 
Branchport NY 14418 
 
Valery G. Gardner 
Attorney at law 
215 Main Street  
Penn Yan NY 14527 
info@vgardner.com 
 
Seneca Foods Foundation 
3736 South Main Street 
Marion NY 14505 
 
Seneca Shore Wine Cellars 
P.O Box 551 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
www.SenecaWine.com 
 
Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
100 Horizon Park Drive 
Penn Yan NY 14527 

 
Douglas B. Miles Agency, Inc. 
23 Main Street, P.O Box 237 
Dundee NY 14837 
 
Finton’s Landing B&B on Keuka Lake 
661 East Lake Rd.  
Penn Yan NY 14527 
tepperd@eznet.net  
 
 
Finger Lakes Realty 
140 Main Street 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
 
Basin Park Marina, LLC 
5194 West Bluff Drive 
Keuka Park NY 14478 
basinparkmarina@frontiernet.net  
Los Gatos B&B 
1491 Route 14A 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
info@losgatosBandB.com  
Wine Trail Properties 
312 Hamilton Street 
Penn Yan 14527 
www.winetrailproperties.com  
Steamboat Castle B&B 
2893 West Lake Rd. 

Penn Yan NY 14527 
ginny@steamboatcastle.com 
 
Water Street Pharmacy 
14 Water Street 
Dundee NY 14837 
 
Merritt Hill Manor B&B 
2756 Coates Rd. 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
 
Beaumont & Stork, Inc. 
136 Main Street, P.O Box 443 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
 
PixelPreserve, LLC 
34 Chablis Drive 
Fairport NY 14450 
 
Hough Constructions 
573 East Lake Road 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
 
 
Scan here and l”LIKE” us on Facebook.  
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Dexter Benedict enjoys his work as a sculptor, attempt-
ing to give form to the visual poetry and spirit that he 
feels, imagines or sees as he 
develops an image. 

Drawing has always been a 
means of expression for him. And 
he feels that it is a major founda-
tion element in the visual creative 
process.  With pencil in hand and 
a piece of paper, anything can 
happen...from what the eyes see 
or  a suggested interpretation 
which emerges from the mind.  
The process of seeing, in combi-
nation with the imagination, guides the hand in drawing 
and also informs his sculpture imagery.  Form, space, 
and light, described with line and shadow, in many 
ways, makes his work as a sculptor possible. 

Dexter is a member of the board of the Arts Center and 
he will conduct a workshop for the Center in his studio 
in April 2014.  His recent commission by the Ludovico 
Sculpture Trail on the Cayuga-Seneca canal, Seneca 
Falls NY can be seen at: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WxWkpd1AEJk  More of his work can be seen 
at: www.dexterbenedictsculptor.com   

 

Kit Corti is equally creative with pencils and brushes. 
Now in Naples for 25 years, she previously lived in Ari-
zona and Maine, teaching art, painting/drawing and ex-
hibiting. Her palette as well as subject matter is heavily 
influenced by nature.  Her lines, forms, colors and imag-
es are bold and bright.  Look again and you will notice 
her work often surprises with her own unique style of 
perspective.  More of her work can be seen at: kitcor-
ti.com 

Kit Corti has created specially for this exhibition 
and donated as a fundraiser for the elevator, “Art 
by the Yard”, paintings that can be used as deco-
rations (mini freezes) or cut up for cards, wrap-
ping bands, stationary or a unique gift! They can 
be purchased by the yard for a minimum donation 
of $20 per yard. Each original yard is signed.  

Roger E. Hyndman is striving to find and record a 
balance between the natural environment and man’s 
imprint upon the environment. His recent work is fo-
cused upon recording the harmony and balance that 
exists between man’s creative expressions and na-
tures majestic forms and beauty.  

Many of his intaglio images focus upon waterfalls and 
the challenge of creating artwork that catches the 
movement of water cascading over rock formations, 
bedrock, and mountain streams. Many of his images 
record historic sites and the wilderness in New York 
State, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Maine, Mar-
yland, and Pennsylvania. 
Images from Tuscany 
record the rolling hillside, 
vineyards, olive groves, 
Cyprus trees, and build-
ings of antiquity.  

In recent years he has 
moved away from using 
artistic materials that 
pose health issues, such 
as toxins, solvents, pig-
ments, acids, chemicals, 
and powders. He has 
explored the use of envi-
ronmental friendly materials and utilizes accepted 
conservation practices. 

Roger is partnering with numerous Arts organizations 
in the State of New York and he will conduct a print 
making workshop at the Center in July 2014.  More of 
his work can be seen at: www.solarprintmaking.com  

 
Bill Santelli  will show drawings of three different se-
ries: 
- The Path: this series seem to depict, at the most 
basic level, sea grasses.  Yet, they’re also highly ab-
stracted, brightly colored environments.  The artist 
thinks of the narrow tapered shapes as forming a site 
of contemplation for the inner self, a kind of locus of 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxWkpd1AEJk�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxWkpd1AEJk�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxWkpd1AEJk�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxWkpd1AEJk�
http://www.dexterbenedictsculptor.com/�
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http://www.solarprintmaking.com/�
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Since the beginning of recorded history, the human 
body has been represented in powerful images of 
humanity. These images intimately connect us to our 
own spiritual and physical being. There seems a dig-
nity in the human image. Don is curious to explore the 
human form and the space it occupies and moves 
through how its aesthetic evokes emotion and spirit.  
Body language, in subtle or in extreme gestures, can 
be expressive and abstract, very much in the same 
way an exquisite piece of music without words ex-
presses emotion.   on will show drawings, which were 
the initial creative steps of his wood or bronze sculp-
tures, as well as some final results. 

A larger than life statue of Daniel Penfield, Penfield 
New York’s founder, was completed and dedicated in 
2012. Don’s latest commission currently underway is 
a larger than life bronze statue of the “Marmaduke” 
cartoonist Brad Anderson with the dog “Marmaduke” 
for the Town of Portland, NY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to come to the Flick Gallery and enjoy 
the  work of these five gifted artists, along with that of 
the ACYC Members Artists.   The show, “Fine Line”, 
at the Arts Center on Main Street Penn Yan is open 
to all and wheel chair accessible. It will run from 
March 21 until April 19, 2014. 

 

Scan     to see more pictures 

discovery. Each drawing is a slightly different study 
in composition and color. The process is very labor 
intensive; each drawing takes about 3 months to 
complete.  One of the drawings of this series (Path 
13) has been selected this year for the 35th Annual 
National Juried Exhibition at the Monmouth Muse-
um, in Lincroft, NJ 

- Samu: is a series of drawings inspired by the hai-
ku poetry of the great 17th century Japanese poet 
Basho. Samu, loosely translated from Japanese 
means “devoted labor” and suggests a right-
mindfulness toward one’s work, all of one’s work.  
The drawings are juxtaposed images open to medi-
tative interpretation, arising out of what is felt as 
much as what is perceived.  The geometric ele-
ments are analogous to the spiritual.  The contrast 
of bright colors on black paper serves to heighten 
the design and composition of the work.  The 
smaller size of these drawings introduces an inti-
macy of scale, a lyrical tone in color and feeling.  

- Zen Mind/Silent Dialog: is an on-going series of 
drawings inspired by Bill’s interest in meditation 
and Zen philosophy.  Each drawing emerges from 
a singular contemplative experience.  The artist 
incorporates the element of chance by allowing the 
gold, silver or other metallic leaf colors to land on 
the paper at will.  Like life itself, this series reflects 
the elements of simple structure and random 
events.  The drawings are intended to allow for a 
moment of quiet contemplation in the midst of our 
fast-paced world. 

His work has been widely exhibited in galleries and 
museums throughout the United States. His work is 
in numerous collections.  More can be seen at: 
www.billsantelli.com  

 

Don Sottile tells "In elementary school I got in 
trouble for drawing all the time and not spending 
enough time on my other studies. I’ve loved to 
draw ever since I can remember.”  

http://www.billsantelli.com/�
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culmination of a life-long goal for the couple, who 
have put to good use their culinary and interior de-
sign skills. Debbie and Marc are also artists and will 
be showing Marc’s stained glass and Debbie’s jewel-
ry made from recycled items. 

Lake and Vine Bed and Breakfast This newly re-
modeled Queen Anne style home, which features a 
complex roof, topped with ironwork, ornamental 
chimney and gable windows, was built in 1868 by 
Graham Wheeler, one of the organizers and first 
presidents of the Taylor Wine Co. Carole Malone 
purchased the stately home in 2008,  designed and 
did much of the renovating herself. Restored to its 
19th century charm, Lake and Vine opened as a 
B&B in 2009, fulfilling Carole’s passion of meeting 
new people, entertaining and cooking. Ileen Kaplan’s 
lovely landscapes, street scenes and still lifes will 
enhance your visit to Lake and Vine.   

 

Day Dreams Bed and Breakfast  Built in 1886 by 
John Dimon, a Long Island shipbuilder, who came to 
Steuben County in 1860 and became a prominent 
vineyardist, this historic home originally encom-
passed three acres fronting Keuka Lake. After a suc-
cession of ownership by successful local business-
men, Roberta Day, who with her husband Ralph, 
raised their family in Hammondsport, purchased the 

home with her daughter Christine in 2011 with the plan 
of converting it to a bed and breakfast. After much hard 
work their dream became a reality with the grand open-
ing of Day Dreams Bed and Breakfast. Julianna Drum-
heller’s distinctive, decorated pottery will be on display 
at Day Dreams B&B. 

18 Vine Inn and Carriage House Jules Mason, the 
first Champagne producer in the U.S. for the Pleasant 
Valley Wine Company, built this historical Colonial Re-
vival Home and Carriage House in 1860. The Estate 
stayed in the Mason Family for over 100 years, chang-
ing little during that time. In 2001 Catherine Powell and 
her brother purchased the estate and turned it into a 
bed and breakfast. Located on an entire city block, the 
estate features a pool, inn and separate Carriage 
House.   Junkyard Friends, whimsical sculpture from 
found materials, will be on display at 18 Vine. 
 

The Blushing Rose Bed and Breakfast This lovely 
Italianate structure mingled with Greek Revival was 
built in 1843. The B&B originally opened in 1988; Mari-
anne and Sam Chalk acquired the inn in March 2013. 
Innkeeping has long been a dream of the couple; in 
search of that perfect location and charming inn, they 
returned home, having grown-up in Elmira and the foot-
hills of the Catskill Mountains. “Providing the gift of hos-
pitality” is the slogan for Blushing Rose. It describes the 
bed and breakfast experience that the innkeepers de-
sire to provide each individual. Joan Belles’ baskets,  
                 Continued on page 6 
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made from a variety of materials, resulting in both  
functional and decorative items, will be featured at the 
Blushing Rose B&B. 

McCorn Winery Lodging The L. R. McCorn Winery 
was one of the many wineries located in Hammond-
sport in the late 1800’s. Prohibition caused it to cease 
operation in 1919. In 1995 Jeff Ingersoll and his wife 
Sandra Parker purchased the abandoned property 
and embarked on an 18 year renovation project to 
turn the former winery into their home. The open floor 
plan allowed for a modern home to be located on the 
upper floor, with three guestrooms each with private 
baths to be constructed on the lower level The B&B 
will officially open this summer. The spaciousness of 
McCorn Winery is a perfect place to showcase the 
beauty of our region in Steve Knapp’s photographs. 
 
Tickets go on sale April 1st, cost $28.00 individually or 
$25.00 when a minimum of three tickets are pur-
chased together. For more information, contact the 
Arts Center at (315) 536-8226 or artscenter@ycac.org  

Soup’s On at the Arts Center 
Snow squalls failed to chill the festive atmosphere at 
the Arts Center of Yates County’s first exhibit opening 
on Sunday.  More than 120 people defied the weather 
to enjoy Food, Glorious Food – featuring the artwork 
of Rochester artist Dave Dorsey, Vermont painter Mi-
chael Hefferman and pottery from the always popular 
Rochester Area Folk Art Guild. 

Adding to the celebration was a special “empty bowls” 
fundraiser to benefit the Milly’s Pantry “backpack pro-
gram.”  Potters including the Rochester Area Folk Art 
Guild, Eric and Barbara Havill, Monica and Ray Som-
merville, Joanne Searle, Kim Cutler and Laura Johns 
donated bowls for the event.  Students from Penn Yan 
Elementary, Middle School and Academy also created 
more than 60 unique and colorful bowls, with the Mid-
dle School students using an Arts Center grant to pay 
for the materials they used.  In return for a donation, 
area residents attending the opening received the 
bowl of their choice and were then able to fill their 
bowl with soup donated 
by local restaurants. 

The culinary arts of the 
Penn Yan Diner (split 
pea), Keuka Restaurant 
(mac and cheese), Top of 
the Lake Restaurant 
(barbeque pork with 
mushrooms and spinach), 
Oak Hill’s Oak Leaf Café 
(ham and potato chow-
der), Big Mamou Organic 
Farm (jasmine beef) and 
Milly’s Pinwheel Café 
(African peanut) were 
prominently on display as bowl owners sampled 
hearty soups paired with fresh homemade bread and 
wine tastings provided by Hunt Country Vineyards. 

The event, which included live music provided by pia-
nist Barbara Anderson, raised more than $2,000 for 
the backpack program, which provides weekend food 
for more than 500 area children every week.  The Arts 
Center thanks everyone who participated in the event 
in support of Milly’s mission that “children not go hun-
gry.”   

The Food, Glorious Food exhibit runs through March 
16th.  Stop by the Arts Center at 127 Main Street Mon-
day through Friday from 10 am to 4 pm and Saturdays 
10 am to 1 pm to enjoy the show! 

mailto:artscenter@ycac.org�


   Penn Yan Art Guild monthly meetings will resume on April 16th, 7:00 PM, at the Arts Center.  We will plan the 
remaining open months’ programs for 2014, view a video on cutting mat board, and take home “Artist Trading 
Cards”, in any medium, to paint and bring in May for happy exchanges.  There will continue to be Open Studio 
time for individuals to pursue their art at the Rosenfeld Workshop in the Arts Center on the first and third Mon-
days of each month, 9:00 AM til noon.   Watch for an e-mail announcement of plans around the elevator 
installation. 
     PYAG exists to encourage all artistic endeavors.  Guests and new members are always welcome.  If you wish 
to join, please bring 3 examples of your work to a meeting for the group to admire as a way of introducing your-
self.  Dues are Active Member $20 ,  Associate Member  (not displaying art) $15.  Send PYAG dues  to Sally 
Thomas, 3598 Sid White Rd.,  Keuka Park, 14478 .                   www.PY-ArtGuild.org  
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Char DiGennaro, co-president 
Helga Poreda, co-president 
Sally Thomas, treasurer 
Bonnie Barney, secretary 
Fran Bliek, membership chair 

Arts Center Expanding Mediums 

 
“S” is a small letter, but it can make a big difference.  
In the case of the Arts Center, the “s”  in “arts” is a 
reminder that art is more than painting or drawing, 
even more than visual art.  It’s a reminder of the Arts 
Center’s commitment to all the arts.  Visitors to our 
gallery are used to seeing a selection of sculpture, 
photography, pottery and jewelry.  Thanks to our new 
space and some new partnerships, visitors to the Arts 
Center will also be able to enjoy music, dance, poet-
ry and the culinary arts. 

On the last Thursday of every month the Arts Center 
is planning open mic nights that will enable musi-
cians to jam together, try out new material and net-
work.  The sessions will be open to the public and are 
free and informal. 

A memoir writing group, which has grown out of 
Michael Czarnecki’s Palm of the Hand Memoirs work-
shop, is meeting twice monthly, on the first and third 
Mondays of each month, to share their stories.  Czar-
necki will return to present a poetry reading and poet-
ry writing class In April, National Poetry Month. 

Students at Penn Yan Middle School have enjoyed 
the opportunity to learn hip hop dance moves and 
will also have an opportunity to work with a youth a 
cappella group.   

With a commercial kitchen available locally, the Arts 
Center is also organizing culinary arts workshops, 
including a very popular decadent desserts class and 
two Italian cooking classes which all have the added 
benefit of being able to eat your work at the end of 
class! 

Keep watching www.artscenteryatescounty.org , Per-
spectives, and local news outlets for information on 
the growing number of arts activities offered through 
the Arts Center of Yates County! 

Butterfly Experience 

 
“Butterfly Experience” workshop was of-

fered for the first time in February 2014.   The partici-
pants approached it with a mix of excitement and ap-
prehension: what to expect? 

The participants discovered that the real cost 
in terms of human energy centered on group engage-
ment.    Unlike the caterpillar, who engineers a solo 
metamorphic process, we need each others’ engage-
ment in order to evolve.   A moment of “butterfly free-
dom” is an awesome gift to those who honor and cele-
brate their interconnectedness.   

From the first class the five participants were 
given an opportunity to connect and express their evo-
lutionary power, even if they stopped short of “flying”. 
The caterpillar celebrates its adulthood to the fullest, 
defies gravity by flying away.  This workshop invited 
participants to connect with each other, sharing un-
tapped potential that empowers us to make our unique 
contribution in making the world a better place.   This 
song by folksinger Mary Lou Walker says it all: 

 
Once there was a caterpillar living in a shell, 
Happy to be in a place where everything went well. 
No one to bother him, no other worms to see, 
Locked up in his tight cocoon he thought that he was 
free. 
 
Hey little worm, don’t you see, only butterflies are free. 
Come out of your shell and fly with me, only butterflies 
are free. 
 
Something took that caterpillar as he slept one day, 
Woke him up and gave him wings and helped him fly 
away. 
People, too, can live in shells, afraid of being free. 
But whatever changed that fearful worm can change 
both you and me. 
   Fred Briockway 

http://www.artscenteryatescounty.org�
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From the President: 
 
It was snowing that second Sunday for February, 
but this did not discourage more than 100 visitors 
who attended the opening reception of the new 
exhibition “Food, Glorious Food” and participated 
to the “Empty Bowl Project.”  It was a huge suc-
cess!  Thanks go to the community which came 
together: soups were provided by local restau-
rants, bowls crafted and donated by local potters 
and students in the Penn Yan schools.  The event 
raised enough money to allow Milly’s Pantry to pro-
vide about 1,000 meals within the following few 
weeks “so children won’t go hungry.”  Thank you 
to everyone who helped 
 

The Center reopened with brand new workshops: 
Hip‐hop dance classes for the Penn Yan middle‐
school students, first culinary workshop very well 
a ended, and numerous a er‐school programs for 
kids.  By the end of the month the Center will have 
its inaugural “Open Mic” night. 

There is more to come in March, a new exhibi on: 
“Fine Line”, new workshops like “Taking Be er 
Pictures.” two new culinary workshops , the return 
of the very popular “Alla Prima”, “Easter Basket 
Weaving”.  All details can be found in this issue of 
the newsle er or on our FaceBook page or Twi er 
and, by the beginning of March, on our new web 
site, which is totally redesigned for easier naviga‐
on. 

“And what about the elevator? “ you might ask.  
Well, all the parts have finally been delivered and 
now that the sha  is finished the installa on can 
begin.  We expect the elevator to be up and run‐
ning by mid‐March. 

A lot is happening at the Center and future 
months are going to be busy.  Please con nue to 

visit us.  Your a endance is a 
huge encouragement for all 
the volunteers. 

Thank you again for your on‐
going support. 

Daniel Crozet 

ACYC President 

Elevator Update: 
In the immortal words of the poet Robert Burns in his 
ode “To a Mouse, On Turning Her Up Her Nest with 
the Plough”: 
 
...the best laid schemes o’ mice an’ men  
gang aft a-gley. 
 
  So it is with the Arts Center’s elevator project.    The 
“big” construction on the shaft (and the accompanying 
“music” of jack-hammers, jigsaws and blow torches) 
was completed during January, as was the concrete 
flooring for the new basement storage area. (We suc-
cessfully resisted the temptation to “doodle” in the wet 
cement!).   However, due to busy factory schedules 
the mechanical parts of the elevator were not deliv-
ered until the second week in February.  The Facilities 
Committee is working to ensure that the installation is 
completed as quickly as possible. 
The Rosenfeld Studio classroom space is currently 
serving as temporary storage for art, supplies and 
equipment that will be relocated to a new basement 
storage area once the elevator is installed.  We’re 
grateful for the flexibility of our instructors and students 
as we shuffle some of our workshops into our board 
space and other spaces.  We are particularly thankful 
to Milly’s Pantry for their willingness to host workshops 
in the Pinwheel Café.   

Inaugural Open Mic night   

Thursday, February 27 from 7-9 pm the Art Center will 
host the inaugural “Art Center Open Mic Night .”  On-
going open mics will be held on the last Thursday of 
each month.  Open Mic will provide a family friendly 
atmosphere for musicians of all ages, all skill levels, 
and all kinds of musical interests to come out and 
show their stuff, or play and network with other music 
lovers.  Several local musicians will host the event:  
David Goodrich, stand-
up bass; Bryan Flood, 
guitar; Trevor Findley, 
saxophone; Barbara 
Anderson, keyboard; 
and Casey Kowalski, 
saxophone.  There is 
no charge to watch or 
participate in this 
event.  Donations to 
the Art Center of Yates 
County are always wel-
come. 
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Volunteer Spotlight  

    It is a pleasure to introduce one of our more recent 
and very active volunteers...Sandra Cook. Sharing these 
thoughts of Sandy's will reveal how a casual stop on 
Main Street led to her finding a new fulfillment in retire-
ment:  

    Retirement is life changing. That is exactly what hap-
pened when my husband Richard and I retired and 
moved to Penn Yan a year ago. It was a life changing 
moment. Richard and I have been married for almost 40 
years and have 3 wonderful sons. I lived in New Jersey 
all my life, so moving was a big decision. 

    Richard and I started to visit the Finger Lakes about 
ten years ago. While visiting, we fell in love with the 
beautiful views around Keuka and the friendly people we 
met. Richard and I knew we wanted to begin the next 
part of our lives in a place like that. After 31 years of 
teaching, I retired and we moved. 

    Shortly after moving here, my husband and I were 
walking in town, when we came across the Arts Center. 
We walked inside and saw all the amazing art. I felt 
something special. I knew this was the place for me. 
That day I joined the Arts Center. A few weeks later I 
signed up for a watercolor class and started to volunteer 
as a docent. I have also been fortunate enough to help 
with the set-up of the new exhibits. 

    Before I had my children and a full time teaching job, I 
used to draw and paint. I am happy to say that I am back 
to my art. I have learned so much already--thanks to the 
instruction and advice of talented and skilled artists who 
freely share their knowledge with me. I feel so fortunate 
to have walked in the Arts Center that day. It is truly a 
special place.  

Sandy & Richard Cook, washing bowls for the Empty Bowls event. 

Sunny Point Programs: 
Artist in Residence &  

Host Residency 
 
The Arts Center has updated the information availa-
ble on our web site www.artscenteryatescounty.org  
for artists interested in participating in our two resi-
dency programs at Sunny Point for the summer of 
2014; 
 
The Artist in Resident program supports artists 
and enhances their creativity by providing a 10 day, 
no cost uninterrupted time for work, reflection, and 
interaction in a setting of great natural beauty that 
only Sunny Point can provide. We are offering two 
ten day sessions. The first one is June 28-July 7, 
2014 and the second is September 6-15 2014.  
 
The Host Residency program offers a place for 
artists to host their own students on Keuka Lake. 
Artists stay and use the Sunny Point facilities for a 
period of time.  

This lakeside residence provides accommodations 
for a total eight individuals and is offered on an "as 
available" basis.  The artist stays on site, inviting 
and including students of his or her own choice.  A 
set weekly fee includes full use of cottage and stu-
dio. Seasonal dates for this residency run from Sun-
day, June 1, 2014 to Saturday, October 18, 2014. 

Please feel free to share this information with artists 
that you know, or those who you think might be in-
terested.  Applications for the residency programs 
and additional information can be found on our web 
site.   Go to  www.artscenteryatescounty.org  and 
click on Residency Programs. 
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“Palm of the Hand” Writers:  
Mar. 3 and 17, Apr. 7 and 21, 4-5:30 PM 

 
 

 The first  and third Monday of every month, 4-5:30 PM, “Palm-of-the-
Hand” memoir writers meet, usually in the Board Room of the Arts Center. 
 The concept of this writing is to write about a single anecdote of your life 
expressed in no more than one page.  If you’ve wanted to put down memoirs of 
your life, but didn’t know how to begin, this is a great format to start.  We each 
read and offer feedback if requested.  (And we each kick in $1 to ACYC.)  

 

 

 

Yates County Arts Center artist, author and 
historic decorative painter Linda Lefko will dis-
cuss the history of New England wall murals, 
and in particular, mural artist Rufus Porter, 
during “Painted Walls of New England” at Old 
Sturbridge Village on Saturday, April 26, 2014 
as part of the Village’s OSV Overseers’ Distin-
guished Speaker Series.  Lefko will also 
demonstrate wall mural art techniques during 
the event.  Additional event details are availa-
ble at www.osv.org. 
 
Lefko co-authored the book “Folk Art Murals of 
the Rufus Porter School:  New England Land-
scapes 1825-1845” along with Jane Radcliffe, which 
was published in May of 2011.  The book focuses on 
the Rufus Porter Landscape Mural School and this 
unique American folk art field of the 1820s through the 
1840s.   
 
Lefko also helped to repair the Rufus Porter murals in 

Old Sturbridge Village’s Oliver 
Wight House, now the Old 
Sturbridge Inn, which dates to 
1789 and is on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  
The murals in the Oliver Wight 
House are believed to be the 
western-most examples of 
Porter’s murals. Rufus Por-
ter was an accomplished in-
ventor, author, and artist 
known for his portraiture and 
wall murals.  He was also the 
founder of Scientific Ameri-

can, amongst his many other accomplishments.   
 
Old Sturbridge Village is one of the largest living history 
museums in the nation, celebrating life in early New 
England from 1790 to 1840. Located just off the Mas-
sachusetts Turnpike and Routes I-84 and 20 in Stur-
bridge, Mass.,  

Author, Historic Decorative Painter, Linda Lefko to Speak at Old Sturbridge Village 

   
   Belhurst Brunch/Concert Sunday, March 16, Benefits Youth Programs 
 
   The annual Finger Lakes Chamber Music Festival winter brunch and concert on March 16 will  benefit spring 
and summer concerts donated to the area schools and summer camps. 
    A string quartet from the Manhattan Chamber Orchestra will play Bach, Corelli, and Irish gems.  Belhurst’s 
famous brunch will include lox and bagels, crème brulee French toast, and the usual assortment 
of meats, salads, and sweets.  Mimosas will be served at noon to welcome everyone. 
      
     Tickets are $55, all inclusive, with a student ticket for those under 16 available at $25.  Tickets 
are available on line at www.FingerLakes-Music.org through Instant Seats, or at the Arts Cen-
ter in Penn Yan.  For more information, please call Liz Jones at 315-536-4145. 
To donate to the silent auction, please call Bonnie Barney, 315-536-0483. 



YOUTH CLASSES:  
 
Masters of Art (Art for 5-7 yr. olds) 
Instructor: Marsha Devine 
March 25- May 6, Tues. 3:45-5:00PM 
$30.00 for 5 classes, or $5 per class. 
Explore your creativity by trying a variety of projects 
including painting, drawing, sculpture, collage and 
more based on master artists' works. A new project 
each week.  
Funded in part by the McGowan, Gin, Rosica  
Family Foundation. 
Note: No class on April 15. 

 
Masters of Art (Homeschool) 
Instructor: Marsha Devine 
March 25- May 6, Thurs.10:30-11:30 AM 
Creative Workshop 
$30.00 for 5 classes, or $5 per class. 
Explore your creativity by trying a variety of projects 
including painting, drawing, sculpture, collage and 
more based on master artists' works. A new project 
each week.  
Funded in part by the McGowan, Gin, Rosica  
Family Foundation. 
Note: No class on April 15. 

 
A Stroke of the Brush 
Instructor: Robin McCondichie 
March 26- May 7, Wed. 12:30-2:30 PM 
Creative Workshop 
$30.00 for 5 classes, or $5 per class. 
Homeschool Students will enjoy this painting class. 
A brush stroke, a dab of the sponge, a swish of 
cloth...any way you apply it is color and painting! 
Have fun trying an array of paint materials and pro-
jects. 
Funded in part by the Nord Family Foundation. 
Note: No class on April 16.  

 
A Stroke of the Brush 
Instructor: Robin McCondichie 
March 26- May 7, Wed. 3:30-5:30 PM 
Creative Workshop 
$30.00 for 5 classes, or $5 per class. 
 

A brush stroke, a dab of the sponge, a swish of 
cloth...any way you apply it is color and painting! 
Have fun trying an array of paint materials and pro-
jects. 
Funded in part by the McGowan, Gin, Rosica Family 
Foundation. 
Note: No class on April 16.  

 
Imagination Goes Wild! (Homeschool) 
Instructor: Marsha Devine 
March 27-May 8, Thurs.10:30-11:30AM 
Creative Workshop 
$30.00 Members $30.00 Non-Members 
Age appropriate art projects in many mediums for 
the 5-7 year old Homeschool Students. A new pro-
ject and focus each week! 
Funded in part by the Nord Family Foundation. 
Note: No class on April 15. 

 
Imagination Goes Wild! (Art for 5-7 yr. olds) 
Instructor: Marsha Devine 
March 27- May 8, Thurs.3:45-5:00 PM 
Creative Workshop 
$30.00 Members $30.00 Non-Members 
Age appropriate art projects in many mediums for 5-
7 year olds. A new project and focus each week! 
Funded in part by the McGowan, Gin, Rosica Family 
Foundation. 
Note: No class on April 15. 
 

 

ADULT CLASSES: 
 
Taking Better Pictures 
Instructor: Steve Knapp 
March 1 – 15, Saturdays 1-3 pm 
Creative Workshop 
$48.00 Members $60.00 Non-
Members 
Make the most of your digital camera! Discover how 
to use a variety of camera settings. Learn how to 
compose more interesting shots. Explore digital edit-
ing programs and techniques. Bring your own digital 
camera. 
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Arts Center Winter Classes and Workshops 
Rosenfeld  Workshop Space above the Flick Gallery, 127 Main Street, Penn Yan 
Annie Smith Studio at Sunny Point , 868 W. Lake Rd., Dundee (on Keuka Lake) 

 

Please note: SIGN UP FOR CLASSES EARLY.  Some classes have been cancelled for lack of 
minimum enrollment, only to have people call at the last minute to be disappointed. 
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http://www.ycac.org/workshops.php?page=33�


Stamping Fun 
Instructor: Gwen Martin 
March 17, Monday from 5:30-7:30 
Creative Workshop 
$12 Members $14 Non-Members 
Amaze your family and friends as you create two 
unique, seasonal cards to share and send. Use new 
and traditional techniques building dimensional and 
interactive cards. 
 

 
 
Making Pasta and Sauce 
Instructor: Andy Isereau 
March 19, Tuesday from 
4:30-7:30 
Milly's Pantry Main Street 
Penn Yan  
$70.00 Members $76.00 
Non-Members 

Learn to make your own pasta and the sauces that 
will best compliment them! Start with basic pasta 
dough and then create (and enjoy) fettucinni alla car-
bonara and naicotti with fontina fonduta. Class in-
cludes dinner! 
Andy is the chef at the Lake Side Country Club. Pas-
ta & Sauce Class will be held at Milly's Pantry. 
 
Facebook for Artists 
Instructor: Marsha Devine 
March 19, Wed. 6:30-8:30 PM 
Creative Workshop 
$16.00 Members $20.00 Non-
Members 
Learn how to make use of a Face-
book Page to promote your art work. 
 
Beginner Facebook 
Instructor: Marsha Devine 
March 24, Wed. 1:00-3:00 PM 
Creative Workshop 
$16.00 Members $20.00 Non-Members 
Come learn about creating your own Facebook page 
 
Alla Prima 
Instructor: Bonnie Barney 
March 26, Wed. 5:45-8:45 pm 
Creative Workshop 
$45.00 Members $55.00 Non-Members 
An evening of fun for anyone who has always wanted 
to give painting a try - perfect for beginners, groups 
of friends, those who can't draw a straight line or 
stick figure or anyone looking for a relaxing way to 
spend an evening. We provide all the materials, in-
struction and direction, wine and pizza.  This month, 
a change of pace: paint 2 smaller canvases. 
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Needle Felting 
Instructor: Amy Klee                          
Saturday, March 29, 1-4 pm 
Creative Workshop 
$24 members/$30 non-members (+ $18materials) 
Learn to create in two dimensional landscapes and 
pictures and three dimensions sculptures, animals 
and more with colorful wool and a needle pick.    
This class is designed for beginners. No previous 
felting or sewing experience is necessary. Different 
felting techniques will be discussed as well as the 
process the wool goes through from sheep to felted 
piece. You will be walked through the basics of nee-
dle felting using supplies provided by instructor. 
With these skills you will be able to complete a 
sweat little birds nest including eggs just in time for 
Easter and Spring decorating. Material provided by 
instructor include foam felting block, 2 felting nee-
dles and enough wool to complete the project. 
 
Basket Weaving 
Instructor: Joan Belles 
March 29, Sat. 9am-1pm 
Location: Joan’s Waterside Weavery,  
N. Plum Point Rd, Himrod  
$32.00 Members $40.00 Non-Members 
Create a fun, colorful unique Easter basket! 
 
Terra Cotta Sculpting 
Instructor: Dexter Benedict 
April 2- 16, Wed. 6:00-8:00 pm 
At Dexter Benedict Sculpture Studio 
$69.00 Members $87.00 Non-Members 
Learn the fine art of terra cotta sculpting with mas-
ter sculptor Dexter Benedict. 
 
Poetry Class  
Instructor: Michael Czarnecki  
Saturday April 5, 10 am – noon  
Creative Workshop 
$16 members, $20 non-members 
 
Photo Reference for Painting 
Instructor: Jean Stephens  
Sat April 12,  9:30 – 4 pm   
Creative Workshop 
$44 members, $55 non-members 



We are grateful that 

Memberships Support The Arts Center 

These members joined or renewed between December 15, 2013 and February15, 2014.  Thank you! 
 

MEMBERS RECEIVE GALLERY AND WORKSHOP DISCOUNTS!  JUST ASK. 
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Fletch & Margo McTaggart 
David Healy & Eileen O'Reilly 
Dee Westfall 
Individual / Family $35-$49 
Steven & Barbara Coffman 
Kim Cutler 
Sue DeGeorge 
Roger and Victoria Dick 
David Dorsey 
Gerina A. Faison 
Robert & Charlotte Gillespie 
Martha Harris 
Michael Heffernan 
Glenn and Joyce Herbert 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Komer 
Debbie Koop 
Tammy Ladd 
Johanna and Rachel Lochner 

 
Benefactor $500+ 
 
Patron $300-$499 
 
Business $100+ 
Knapp & Schlappi Lumber Co 
Hunt Country Vineyards 
Llewellyn Lafford – La Belle Vie B&B 
 
Contributor $150-$299 
Casey Kowalski and Cindy Delano 
 
Associate $50-$149 
Donald and Jane Banzhaf 
Fred Brockway 
Gail Eyer 
Mary & Sidney J. Mann 
Anita Maroscher 

Stamping Fun 
Instructor: Gwen Martin 
April 21, Mon.5:30-7:30PM 
Creative Workshop 
$12.00 Members $14.00 Non-Members 
Amaze your family and friends as you create two 
unique, seasonal cards to share and send. Use new 
and traditional techniques building dimensional and 
interactive cards. 
 

Clay Creations 
Instructor: Faith Benedict 
April 21- May 13, Mon.& Tues.7:00-9:00 pm 
Location: Keuka College 
$155.00 Members $187.00 Non-Members 
Mold and glaze your own beautiful clay creations us-
ing hand building and wheelwork, glazing and firing. 
 

Workshop Registration Information  
and Refund Policy 

· Full class fee is required at registration. Absolutely NO partial 
class fees. One may make up missed class if available. 
· Class size is limited; please register early to avoid closed clas-
ses.   Classes with inadequate enrollment are cancelled 1 week 
before the first class meeting so please register  
early. All fees refunded when ACYC  
cancels a class. 
· Refunds of class fees, less $10 administrative fee, are made for 
withdrawals prior to 2 business days before to first class or 2 
weeks prior for full week workshop.    

Karen Morris and George Sifo 
Christie and Brian Mosch 
Barb & Don Radigan 
Paulina Garces Reid 
Phil Rouin 
William and Sara Schleigh 
Christine Tunney 
Senior $25-$34  
Kit Corti 
Susan Goodrich 
Nancy Langford 
Barbara Milon 
Dana & Helen Schillinger 
Roland Stevens III 
Sharon A. Tyo 
Vera Van Atta 
Anne Waasdorp 

DONATION NEEDED: 

For cutting soapstone in prepa-
ration for carving work-
shops….A 13” (or so) 

BANDSAW 

Please scan   
and follow us  

on Twitter 



Arts Center of Yates County 
127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

 
Open Tues-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-1,            

315-536-8226 
  E-mail: ArtsCenter@YCAC.org 

Www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 
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B&B House Tour 
May 3rd 

Please Support: 
 
Best Western Plus: Vineyard Inn & 
Suites, Penn Yan Hospitality 
Group—315-536-8473 
 
Willie Bilancio 
Opera House Antiques 
Hammondsport 
 
Birkett Mills 
www.TheBirkettMills.com 
 
Century 21  
Mark Malcolm 
315-536-6163 
 
D J Builders & Remodelers 
Bellona 
315-531-9074 
 
Douglas Miles Agency 
Dundee 
607-243-7200 
 
Finger Lakes Bed and Breakfast 
128 South Ave., Penn Yan 
FingerLakesBB.com 

Finger Lakes Premiere Properties 
315-536-2201 
 
Finton’s Landing B&B 
Doug & Ariane Tepper 
661 East Lake Rd. Penn Yan 
 
Hunt Country Vineyards 
Branchport 
www.HuntWines.com 
 
Knapp & Schlappi Lumber 
Lake St. Penn Yan 
 
Paul Knapp  
Water System Specialist 
315-536-9136 
 
La Belle Vie B&B 
208 Main St, Penn Yan 
315-694-7273 
 
Longs’ Cards & Books 
116 Main St. Penn Yan 
 
Loomis Barn & Country Shops 
4942 Loomis Rd., Rushville 
 

Marbles Automotive 
Rte 14A, Penn Yan 
 

Morgan’s Grocery 
Hamilton St., Penn Yan 
 

Nothnagle Realtors  
Dick Murphy  
315-270-2002 
 

Prejean Winery 
Route 14 
www.PrejeanWinery.com 
 

Rooster Hill Vineyards 
Route 54, Penn Yan 
www.RoosterHill.com 
 
Sommerville Pottery 
Prattsburgh 
www.SommervillePottery.com 
 
Stork Insurance 
136 Main St., PO Box 443 
Penn Yan 
www.StorkInsurance.com 
 
Water Street Pharmacy 
14 Water St. Dundee 
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